MAINTAINING A STRONG OVERCOMING FAITH
· Today I want to share on the importance of maintaining a strong faith

· Our faith is the most important thing that we have in life

· The Apostle Peter wrote,

In this you greatly rejoice though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.

Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith-the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9)
· Jesus Himself warned that just prior to His return many would be offended and betray one another and that the love of many would grow cold. Jesus said,
“And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. (Matthew 24:10-11)

“And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13) 
· In fact without faith it is impossible to please God but the Bible makes it clear that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

· The Bible also makes it clear that nothing is impossible for God. In the gospel of Luke we read,

“For with God nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)
· The LORD said to the Prophet Jeremiah when He was languishing in jail,

“Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“- God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did;” (Romans 4:17)
· THESE SCRIPTURES ARE JUST SOME OF MANY IN THE BIBLE THAT MAKE IT CLEAR THAT NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD

· As Christians we must therefore learn to put our continual trust in the Lord

· GOD HAS MUCH IN STORE FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

  Nor have entered into the heart of man

  The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)
Jesus Himself said,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.”  (John 14:12-14)
· What God has planned for our life will invariably involve at times taking steps of faith – Stepping out to do things that are not possible in our own strength or ability. In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

· SO AS CHRISTIANS WE NEED TO CONTINUALLY MAINTAIN A STRONG FAITH, BOTH

· TO HELP US TO OVERCOME THE TRIALS THAT WE WILL ALL GO THROUGH IN LIFE AND 
· TO FULLY EMBRACE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIVES AS WE STEP OUT BY FAITH TO DO WHAT HE HAS CALLED US TO DO.
· I WILL NOW BE SHARING SOME KEYS TO HELP YOU TO GROW STRONG IN YOUR WALK WITH THE LORD AND TO HELP YOU TO EMBRACE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR YOUR LIFE

1) CONTINUALLY MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD
· The bible is full of promises for all believers and great wisdom for life

· The bible makes it clear that in Christ (As believers) we all have a great hope and future

· It is so important that we live our life based on what God says about our life in the Word of God

· God offers all people a hope and a future when they come to Christ. WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST WE BECOME PART OF GOD’S FAMILY. God has a unique plan for every believer’s life. In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· God is also able to turn our circumstances around and pull us out of even the deepest of pits. 
· King David wrote,
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”  (Psalm 103:2-5)

In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”  (Hebrews 7:25)
· HOWEVER IN THIS LIFE:

i) For some of us we have had much negative things spoken over our life in the past which has greatly influenced our mindsets
ii) For some we are experiencing great challenges in life which have the potential to discourage us

iii) We also live in a world which is at times full of negative reports
· FOR THESE REASONS MEDITATING ON THE PROMISES OF GOD CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD IS SO CRUCIAL AS CHRISTIANS

· The Bible is full of promises for all believers. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· We must continually renew our minds with the Word of God so that we develop Kingdom minded thinking. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
Meditating on and speaking out the promises of God is a key to maintaining a strong faith. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

· The Bible is also full of godly wisdom to help us to make right choices in life. A key to becoming prosperous in life.

· THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA BEFORE HE WAS ABOUT TO LEAD THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
· SO THE FIRST KEY TO MAINTAINING A STRONG FAITH IS TO BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE PROMISES AND WISDOM CONTAINED IN GOD’S WORD

· If we simply continue to be both hearers and doers of the Word, we will remain strong during the trials of life. Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.  (Matthew 7:24-25)
2) BEING CAREFUL WHAT WE LISTEN TO

· We must be careful what we look at and listen to in life
· In chapters 13 and 14 of the book of numbers we see how a whole generation of the children of Israel never entered into the Promised land because of fear and unbelief that came from a bad report from 10 of the spies that were sent out by Moses to spy out the land of Canaan. We see in the following passages of Scripture the consequences of listening to a bad report
“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among them.” (Numbers 13:1-2)

“Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this way into the South, and go up to the mountains,” (Numbers 13:17)

“And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel…”  (Numbers 13:25-26)
“Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is it fruit. Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.” (Numbers 13:27-28)
“Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” (Numbers 13:30)
“But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we. And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, 

“The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” (Numbers 13:31-33)
“And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in the wilderness! (Numbers 14:2)

“Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” (Numbers 14:3)
BECAUSE OF THIS BAD REPORT AN ENTIRE GENERATION OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL NEVER APPROPRIATED WHAT GOD HAD PLANNED FOR THEIR LIVES

SO TOO GOD HAS A UNIQUE DESTINY AND PLAN FOR EACH OF OUR LIVES WHICH WILL INVARIABLY TAKE STEPS OF FAITH TO FULFIL  
We all need to appropriate our God given destiny by faith, by overcoming the trials and fears that will invariably come our way in life 
It is so important that we have people of faith in our life who will speak words of life and encouragement to us. In the book of Proverbs we read,

“A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good it is!” (Proverbs 15:23)
THE APOSTLE PAUL CLEARLY STATED WHAT WE SHOULD MEDITATE ON AS CHRISTIANS TO HELP US TO MAINTAIN A STRONG FAITH

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
3) BEING QUICK TO TAKE WRONG THOUGHTS CAPTIVE

The real battle ground is the mind. The enemy, the devil will continually attack our minds with wrong thoughts to try and undermine and destroy our faith. 

The devil will continually try and distract and discourage Christians from following God’s plan for their life. Fear is a major weapon that the devil uses to stop believers from embracing all that God has planned for their life.

As Christians we must quickly take all wrong thoughts captive and replace them with what God says about our life and bring them into line with what the Word of God says

Quickly taking wrong thoughts captive prevents strongholds from developing in our minds. If wrong thoughts are not quickly taken captive and are continually entertained, they will invariably end up entering into our heart
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)
The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of keeping a disciplined mind. In 2 Corinthians he wrote,

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
4) CONTINUALLY MAINTAINING A CHILDLIKE TRUST IN THE LORD – NO MATTER WHAT YOU ARE GOING THROUGH IN LIFE

As believers we must simply trust the Lord in every area of our life on a daily basis. God knows what is best for us and what His plans are for our life. Without faith it is impossible to please God who created the heavens and the earth and everything that is in it
In the book of Hebrews we read,

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

As Christians we need to simply just do what Jesus tells us to do as we allow the Holy Spirit to guide and direct our steps in life

When they ran out of wine at the wedding that Jesus attended, His mother Mary said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 
As they followed the commands of Jesus they saw the miracle of the water turning into wine. 
We see the account of this miracle in the gospel of John. 
“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”

“His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.” And they took it.

When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.

And he said to him, “Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!”

This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.” (John 2:1-11)
As Christians we must simply just continually maintain a childlike trust in the Lord and just do what He tells us to do. 
Jeremiah the prophet wrote,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
5) HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF WORSHIP AND PRAYER

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
HOW WE RESPOND TO CHALLENGES IN LIFE IS VERY IMPORTANT 
If we continually focus on the problems in our life we can begin to become unnecessarily anxious
When we learn to worship the Lord and pray during our trials in life, we will maintain our peace. The Prophet Isaiah wrote,
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
Worship helps us to focus on the bigness of our God and keeps our problems in perspective. 
“For with God nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37) 

The Prophet Habakkuk wrote,

“Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labour of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls – Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The LORD God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills.” (Habakkuk 3:17-19)
WE MUST LEARN TO CONTINUALLY COMMIT OUR CARES TO THE LORD IN PRAYER. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

It is so important that we always pray in faith believing already for the answered prayer AS WE PRAY

OUR FAITH IS BUILT UP WHEN WE MEDITATE ON AND SPEAK OUT GOD’S PROMISES IN HIS WORD. 

“... faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT WE HAVE A GOD WHO IS BOTH WILLING AND ABLE TO HELP US AND WHO HEARS AND ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS
Jesus Himself said,

“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:22-24)
The Apostle John wrote,

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
Jesus also said,
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8)

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give GOOD things to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:11)
HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER HELPS US TO STAY CLOSE TO THE LORD AND TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE
No situation is impossible for God. As we learn to involve God in all that we do in life we begin to see the miracles. We need to learn to just do what Jesus tells us to do.
Prayer helps us to stay close to the Lord and to remain strong in our faith as we learn to allow the Lord to direct our steps in life. In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

6) HAVING CONSISTENT FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS
Having fellowship with other faith filled believers is crucial for all Christians and a major key to remaining strong in our faith. 

Especially given the nearness of the Lord’s return, more than ever before, it is imperative that we are connected in fellowship with other believers.

In fellowship with other believers we can be strengthened in our faith and encouraged to fulfil God’s plan and destiny for our life. 
In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”                   (Hebrews 10:23-25)
7) LEARNING TO LIVE ONE DAY AT A TIME

God gives us enough grace to handle today’s problems. Worrying about next week’s problems and next month’s problems when we can do nothing about it today, simply leads to unnecessary anxiety and stress.

Stress and anxiety will invariably undermine our faith. It is so important to heed the wise counsel of Jesus Himself and learn to LIVE one day at a time. Jesus said,

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.” (Matthew 6:34)
